MOST URGENT/ELECTION MATTER

GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAL CAPITAL TERRITORY OF DELHI
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT
COORDINATION BRANCH, LEVEL-2, A-WING,

DELHI SECRETARIAT, NEW DELHI-110002.

No. 53/674/CN/GAD/2024/7193 - %07 Dated: 18.03.2024

To

Spl. Secretary to Chief Minister, Delhi.

Secretary to Minister, GAD, Govt. of NCT of Delhi.

Secretary to Minister, Food and Supply, Govt. of NCT of Delhi.

Secretary to Minister, Transport, Govt. of NCT of Delhi.

Secretary to Minister, Social Welfare, Govt. of NCT of Delhi.

Secretary to Minister, Health, Govt. of NCT of Delhi.

Secretary to Minister, Education, Govt. of NCT of Delhi.

OSD to Leader of Opposition, Delhi Legislative Assembly, Delhi.

OSD to Chief Whip (Ruling Party), Room No. 86, Delhi Legislative Assembly, Delhi.

O 99 ol O B B

Subject: Model Code of Conduct — defacement of official vehicle (s).

Sir/Madam,

Please find attached herewith a copy of the letter No. 3/7/2023/SDR dated 12.10.2023 of
Election Commission of India received through O/o The Chief Electoral Officer, Delhi vide
letter No. CEO/COE/102(26)/2024/148-159 dated 16.03.2024, on the subject cited above (copy
attached).

In this regard, I am directed to convey the instruction of Election Commission of India
that official vehicles allotted to/deployed with Hon’ble Council of Ministers, Hon’ble Leader of
Opposition, Hon’ble Chief Whip shall not be used for display of political advertisements during
the period when the Model Code of Conduct is in force.

It is requested that aforesaid may be brought to the knowledge of Hon’ble Council of
Ministers, Hon’ble Leader of Opposition, Hon’ble Chief Whip accordingly please.

This issues with the approval of Competent Authority.

Yours faithfully,

Encl: As above. /7 i(—/
\ RADFEP TAVAT)® "

DEPUTY SECRETARY (GAD)
No. 53/674/CN/GAD/2024/ 7 93 -8¢23 Dated: 18.03.2024

1) Staff Officer to Chief Secretary, 5% Level, Delhi Secretariat, New Delhi.
2) Asstt. Chief Electoral Officer (COE), O/o Chief Electoral Officer, Old St. Stephen’s
College Building, Kashmere Gate, Delhi w.r.t. his letter referred above.

ﬁmﬁmr

DEPUTY SECRETARY (GAD)
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Lok Sabha Election-2024

! € ,6 ]“"1 , Most Immediate
' -4
FRITag §&1 g914 STy, faeet
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ELECTORAL OFFICER, DELHI
QT e i Pia HaH Old St. Stephen’s College Bildin
Feid) e, el -110006 Kashmere Gate, Delhi-11000
I}f‘r.:{ . 23946414 Phone M.~ 2394641

§E- eléction.coe2024@gmail.com
No.:CEO/COE/102(26)/2024/ {4 &8~ (59

E-mail : election.coc 2624 gmiail,éom

Dated : [6]o3] 202y

To,
1) . The Chairman, New Delhi Municipal Council, Delhi.
2) The Commissioner, MCD, Delhi.
3) The Executive Officer, Delhi Cantonment Board, Delhi.
4) The Commissioner, Transport Department, Delhi.
5) The Pr. Secretary, Irrigation and Flood Control Department, L.M. Bund Office
Complex, Shastri Nagar, Delhi-110031 (email-ceifcd@gmail.com)
The Pr. Secretary, General Administrative Department, 2™ Level, Delhi
Secretariat, New Delhi-110002.
7) The Pr. Secretary, Public Works Department, MSO Building, ITO, Delhi.
8) The Secretary, Department of Information Technology. 9™ Level, B-Wing, Delhi
' Secretariat, New Delhi-110002. , '
9) The Chairman, Delhi Metro Rail Corporation Ltd., Metro Bhawah, Fire Brigade
-Lane, Barakhamba Road, New Delhi - 110001
10) The Managing Director, Delhi State Industrial & Infrastructure Development
Corporation Ltd., N-Block, Bombay Life Building, Connaught Circus, New Delhi -

110001.

11) The Managing Director, DTTDC, GNCT of Delhi, Vikas Bhawan-II, 2nd Floor, C-
Wing, Upper Bela Road, Near Metcalfe House, Delhi -110054. :

2) The Chief Executive Officer (CEO), Delhi Urban Shelter Improvement Board,

(6\ Govt. of NCT of Delhi, Punarwas Bhawan, I.P. Estate, New Delhi-110002. (e-mail

W\ : delhishelter@gmail.com).

Subject :- Prevention of Defacement of Property, display of advertisement on
government owned vehicles & Other campaign related items-General
Election to Lok Sabha Election-2024 -Regarding.

Madam/Sir,

In connection to the subject mentioned above, I am directed to draw your kind
attention to “The Delhi Prevention of Defacement of Property Act, 2007” (Delhi Act 1 of
2009). The referred Act provides for the prevention of defacement of properties and for
matters connected therewith or incidental thereto, in the National Capital Territory of Delhi
(Copy enclosed).

Contd......on Page-2




Election Commission of India vide its press Note dated 16.03.2024 has announced
the Schedule for General Election 2024 and Model Code of Conduct has came into force
wef,  16.03.2024 (copy. .may be download from ECI  website at

https f/e!ectton524 ecl.gov. m/docs/press ~note- no-23 pdf) - T

-~ The Commlssion has lssued instructions regardlng |mmed|ate actlon to he taken for
enforcement of the prowsnons of Model Code of Conduct after announcement of General
Election to the House of People (Lok Sabha), 2024 and one of the important directions is
regarding: defacement of property.:In the instruction, it is specified that immediate_
necessary actions may be taken within 24 hours, 48 hours and 72 hours from the date
of announcement of election. Copy of the same is enclosed for ready reference.

A

. Copies of the Election Commission of India’s instruction/letter No. 3/7/2014/SDR

o dated 12.10. 2023\and No. 437/6/1/INST/ECI/FUNCT, /MCC/2024 dated 16 03.2024 are also

. enclosed for reference and compliance

The recelpt of this letter may be acknowledged and action taken/compliance report
may be sent -to - this office  at election.coe2024@qgmail.com and

. mccmodel2024@gmail.com daily i.e. after 24 hours (i.e. upto 05:00 PM on.

17.03.2024)/48 hours (i.e. upto 05:00 PM on 18.03.2024)/72:hours- (i.e. upto
05:00 PM on 19.03.2024) from the date of announcement of election. -+ : -

3

This is for kind lnformatlon and necessary action. i
Yours sincerely,

r

Encl: As above

. (T. MISAO)
Asstt. Chief Electoral Officer (COE)
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) Sub Preventmn of Defacement of Pmperty and Other Campalgn Re!ated Items- regardmg

' Ref: -
E 1. No. 3171994735, datc ojﬁjanuary 1994
S 2. No.37/2008/1S-1t dated 7* Oictober, 2008 TP
3.. No. 317/2008/JS-I/SDR daied 10" November 2008 Foome T RS
4 No3f12014/SDR dated 118 March, 2014 ¢ T LR U
5. No.3//2014/SDR dafed 26> September, 204, a0d  * - [ -7 U o e DR
"6 Nn.437lﬁlII\IST/2015-CCSdated29“’Deccmber 2015 T L e LES T
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’ * Lam livested to state fat Clause © of Pa:rt Tofthe he Model Code ofConduct for the
gmdance of Political Parties and caudldam prowdfs it no pohtlcal party or canmdaic shall
- permit their followers to. mzke use of any mdmdual § land, bmldmg, componnd wall etc

thout hlslher pexmlsston for erectmg ﬂag stagg suspendmg banners, pastmg notlces, wrmng

slogans efc. However, it is observed that, at the fisme of electmns, pohucal parhcs mdulge m

defacemem of pubhc as well as private bmidmgs, by suckmg posters and wall wntmgs and

" < ':‘ . 'sometxmm mthout permlssxon o owners o‘f the bmlchngs After elecuons are over the. cost of

-. Sla - . removmg the posters and wall wnhngs are bome 0111 of the pubhc exchequer m case of a pubhc

: .. " buﬂdmg and by the mdmdual owners themselves in case . of p pnvate buddmgs. In euher casc, it s -
T e generalpubhc atlarge wmchhas fo  Beir e ot __'for 6 faultofmeus_" :

aha, pmmd"ed that 1113 pany[assumauonfbodyi candldaie oF gy other pers0n who had Wnttcn or f et
painted or pasted any sloga.ns, ‘symbols or posters on any pubhc cr pnvaie bur.ldmg w1thout -, .
-Page1of8
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umferxmty throughout the coutity and thercfore, a need was felt for hfmng a comprehenswe e
© guicelines on defacemenit of property : for gmdance of polmcal partles, law enformng authontm ‘-

and the Election Comm:ssmn S Observers deployed during electmns Accordmgly, the Election .
Comrmssmn issued ﬁ'esh detaﬂed gmdelmes in supersesmon of #ll eartier instructions on 7th -

v October 2008 and later addmonal mslruchons were also issued from time to time to supplement- SN

the instructions. : - Tt AT

."5.  Now, in supersession o:f all the exlstmg instractions, t.he fo]lowmg consohdaled- -

mstmctions are bemg msued for mfonnatmn and comphancc ofthe electoral authorities:- -
- ) Defacement of PublicPlaces S c e
- a) No "wail wmmg, pastmg of posters/papers oF defacement in: any other
. form, or crcctmg/d;splamg of cutouts, hoardings, banners, flags ete. shall.
be pernutted on any Govemment prenuses (mcludlng civil su'ucnn'es) A -
Gov emmeut pretmse would include any govemment ofﬁce and. thei
, campuswhermntheoﬁcebuﬂdxngwmum SRS
‘B T the local law expressly penmts or provxdes for wntmg of slogans, -
- dlsplaymg posters, eic., or erecting cut-outs ‘hoardings, banners, poht{cal '
' advernsements, etc m any public place, (as against a govemment
premises) o payment or othermse, ﬂus may be followed strictly in
' accerdance wlth the releVant provmmns ‘of the law. and sub_;ect to-Caurt-.-- .

)

orders, 1f any, cn th:s subject. It should be ensured that any Such place-is~ - -

.not dommaiedlmonopohzcd by any parhcuiar party(les) or cand:dabe(s) :

:. All partxes and candldates should be prowded equa.l opporrumty in this LE o

9" if"’.{ri’mié‘-' 5‘ ép'eciﬁéany armarked place provided: for displaying
advertlsements in 2 pubﬁc place, e.g bill boards, hoardmgs etc: and ‘if*

. i‘such space is alrea'
£ %mdmdual chen_
- 'jj;authonty concemed, if any, should ensure that all. pohncal partles and'_‘ .
S _candxdatcs get eqmtable opportumty to have access fo such hdvemsement s

e

e .;space for elsetion related advertiscrnents durmg the election period: -
. Pape20f8

EE °ut to’ any agency far further allocaﬁon to e Py
“thie ° Dlstnct Elecuon Ofﬁcer through mumc;paf'%.'-» IR
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L ) advemsement for prombmng d1spla;,r of polmcal adverhsement, PSUs may. be

LT L. et
SR, Ly e

(‘n’) Defacement ofPSU’s Bmldmg and Premlsw- ,:.-,- wr o ’

-t -u-‘... TN . T ety

.,‘\ LR

3 the purpose of dlsplaymg polmcal ads durmg elecnon penod The
. -l ’Comrmss:on has d1rected that, no- polmcal adverhsements shall be -

dxsplayed!pasted at the buﬂmngslcwﬂ stroctures or 20y other stmcture owned

Il by Pubhc Sector Undertakmgs (PSUs) or m ﬂ1e1r premlses durmg the penod
v Model Code of Conduct Ismforoe : .
" b) In"case there is 0o speclﬁc pmv:smn in the bylaws ofPSUs or-id thmr :

agreemems w1th the adverhsement agencies t0 whom they let out space for -

vmstmcted to add a para in then' commemlal agreements mth commercml
agenc:eslcompames whlle prowdmg space on lease to the adverusemcnt
agcncy -for . placmg commermal advemsements thét ”No palmcal
— advertzsemenr shalI be dt.splayed/pasted at the s;mce provzded on, lease ﬂJr .
commerc:al advernsement Ilke airports, razhvay srat:on.s', Inter State/LocaI f
Bus Stana's Gavr rramportanon po.s't oﬂices Govermuent
hospttals/dupmsarzmtc (except on main kzghways. main raads elc.} dw'mg
the penad of Model Code of Com'uct ¥ there is any political aa‘vemsement in
the prawded space the same shall be remavea' immediztely on enjbrcement of .
the Model Code of Cpndm‘

(in') Defacement oi' Gowemmcnt HallsIAudltonnms and Other Public Propernes _
a) If ]ocal Iawslguldehm do mot preclude pohucal meetmgs e
o HallslAudxtonmns/Meeung venues ownedfcontrolled by the Govemmentflocal

) authoritxeslPSUs{Couperatlv&e, there is no objecnon to do it However 1t should )
. zbe ensurcd that alloca:tlon 1sdone on eqmtable ba51s and banners, bunungs,'ﬂags
. L __cut-outs d‘lsplayed ‘at_the premises dunng meetmg no defacement shali be
. 4 permltted after wnclusmn of the meetmg . R L AT
. b) Educahonal mstmmons mcludmg thmr grmmds {whether Govt. a.lded, anate Or

Govt_} shall uot bc used for pohtlcal campmgns and rallm _:.-3;\: ey

e - < A ey . ) . ', M . M . 5 -
AN R R ) e PR
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(iv)

Defacement of Private Placea

- LB

d)

In the:State where there is no local laws on the suhject, temporary and -

easily removable advertlsement matenals, such-as f_lags_ and banners may
be put up in private premises with the express permission of the occupant.

Such banner or flag should not create any nuisance to others. Photo-copy

of the pemission in writing obtained in  this  connection :should be -

submitted to the Returning Officer within 3 days of putting up the flags
and banners. The permission should be an act of free will and not
extracted by any pressure or threat.

Where the local _aws expressly permits wall writings and pastmg of _
. posters, putting up hoardings, banners, etc. on private premises with the .

owner’s petmission; the contesting candidates or the political parties
concerned shiall ootain prior written permission from the owner of the
property and submit photocopy of the same within 3 dz_iyé to the Retuming
Officer or an ;;ﬁicer designated by him for the purpose, along with .
statement giving the pérticulars in the prescribed format. The statement in
such casesand in the cases mentioned in sub-para (a) above should clearly
mention the name and addressvsf the owner of the property from whom
such permmlon has been obtained, and expenditure incurred or llkely to
be incurred for the purpose. .

In those States where the State/local defacement Jaw specifically prohibits
display of flags, banners, hoardings etc., the provisions in the law will
strictly apply and such material shall not be displayed on br_ivale property
or property in pubhc view. '
If the local law does not expressly permit wall writing, pasting of posters \

and similar other permanenn’s_emz-permancut defacement which is not

_easily removable, the same shall not' be resorted to. under. any

circumstarces, even on the pretext of having obtained the consent of the
oWner.qf the property. This will also apply in the Stgfes[UT s where there

is no local law on the subject of prevention of defacement of property.

If the lstat'eflo_t‘:,é] law does not so specifically prohibit display of flag or. |

hoarding o banner, etc. on private property, then such material (flag,

bariner, hoarding) can be allowed to be displayed on private property, on

Page 4 of 8




)

a)

b)

own volition of the owner/occupier of the property, subjeet, however to . ..

- any court decision/direction to the contrary. In the case of display on -

others’ property, prior permission should be obtained from the

owner/occupier concerned.

(v)  Defacement of Vehicles
: In private vehicles, subject to the provisions of the Motor Vehicles Act; Rules

framed there under and subject to court orders in force, if any, flags and
stickers may be put-on the vehicles by the owner of the vehicle on his own
volition, in such a2 manner that they do not cause any incomvenience or
distraction 1o other-road users. If such display of flags and stickers aims to
solicit vote for any particular candidate, then the pmﬁsions,of Section 171H
(Tllegal payments in connec;tion with an election) of the IP_C would be
attracted.

On_commercial vehicles, d.tsplay of any flag, sticker etc. shall not be

permitted, unless such vehicle is a vehicle validly used for election campaign

- after obtaining the requisite permit from the District Election Officer/Retuning

Officer and ¥ display: thereof in ongma] on the wind screen.
External modification of vehicles including fitting of Loudspcaker thereon

~ would be subject to the provisions of the Motor Vehicles Act/Rules and any

. d)

other Local Ac/Rules. Vehicles ‘with modifications and special campaign
vehicles like Video Rath etc. can be used only after obtaining the requisite
permission from the competent authorities under the Motor Vehicles Act.

On buses of State Road Transport Corporations and Municipal Corporations

As it would not be practically possible to ensure equitable sharing of space for . -

* the purpose of advertisements on such go.vemment owned buses / vehicles,

both in terms of the quantity as well as for particular bus.routes, the
Commission has directed that the State Road Transport Corporation buses and
buses owned by Municipal Corporations etc. and other govt. owned vehicles
‘shall not be used for display of poli ical advertiserents during the period
when the Model Code of Conduct is in force. .

Page 5 of 8
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“(vi)

: a)

. Election Advertisements by Political Parﬁes!CandidatﬁIPrjvate-Pel'solls :
If any political party/association/candicate/person indulges in defacement of any

property in violation of the local law, if any, or the above. instructions, the
Returning Cificer/District Election Officer éhail issue notice to the offender for
removing the  defacement forthwith. If the - political
party/association/candidate/person does mot respond promptly, the . district

authorities may take action to remove the defacement, and the expenses incurred

in the process shall be recovered from  the political

party/association/candidate/person responsible for the defacement. Further the
amount also shall be added to the election expenditure of the candidate concerned

and action should also be initiated to prosecute the offender under the provisions .

of the relevant law (under the law related to prevention of defacement, if any or

under the provisions of the general law for causing willful damage to the property

* of others).

b)

d)

~ would have to be followed. Section 171H of the IPC stipulates that whoever

Subject to aﬁy restrictions under any local law or any court orders in force, the

political parties, candidates, their agents, workers and supporters may. put up

banners, buntings, flags, cut-outs, on their own property, provided they do so on

their own_ volition voluntasly and.without any pressure from any party, .

organization or person, and provided further that these do not cause any
inconvenience in any manner to anyone else.

Nothing inflammatory or li_kéiy to incite disaffection amongst communities shall
be permissible in such writings/display.

If such'display of banners, flags etc. aims to solicit vote for any particular
candidate, then the provisions of Section 171H of the IPC would be attracted and

without the general or special authority in writing-of a candidate incurs or

- authorizes expenses on account of the holding of any' public meeting or upon any

advertisement, circular or publication, or in any other way whatsoever- for the

purpose of promoting or procuring the election of such ‘candidate, shall be
published with fine which may extend to five hundred rupees. Provided that if any . -

person having incurred any such expenses not exceeding the arﬁ'ount of ten rupees
without aathority obtains within ten days from the date on which such expenses

Page 6 of 8
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* wete-dncurred the approval in writing of the candldale e shall be deemed to have - ;.

-

< iticurred such: £xXpenses with the authority of the candxdale S e M e
e) ‘The expenﬂrtum incurred on this mode of specxﬁc campaign of cand:date(s} shall L
“‘be* added {0+ 7the election. expendlture made by the’ conceéined ’ candidate. - -
- Expendttme mcurred on -exclusive campaign for a party w1thqut mdlcatmg name ..
-of any candidate shall niot be added to the candidate’ 5 expenditure account. The -
contestiing cardidate'shall furaish such information, villageflocalityhtown-wise, to - *
¢ the Returning Offier, or the authorized officer within 3 ‘days of oblaining the .
"+ tequisite permission from the concerned for. easy checking by the Returning
T Offiesr or the Electlon Observer or any ofﬁcer mnnected with the-condust of:
elections. * + . 7 T : )
= f) "Ini comitext with defacement of property by sticking of posters etc., attention isalso - . -
" fnvited to the provisions of section _127A of the Reprcseﬁmﬁog of the People Act, . ¢ v (.
1951 which, interalia, provides that no pe}r;on shall print or publish, or cause to-- '
be printed or pubhshed, any electlon pamphlet or poster which does not bear on-
its face the names and addresses of the prmter and the pubIISher thereof: The-
Commission has issued separate msu'uctlons on restriction on’ the printing on
pampkicts, posters ,etc. However, it is reiterated that if any officer, who-ig,
responsible f6i‘ the eni"orcement of the provisions of the‘above'law and the - = -
directions of the Commission, is found to have failed in the due dihgence of his
duties in this regani, he shall be Tiable to severe disciplinary action apart from any
) penal action that may be called for agamst him for breach of his ofﬁcml duty.
+ (vii) Tnnelme for Removai of Unauthonzed Defncement s

:

“att g

a The Elecnon Comxmssmn has fixed thc following 1nnehués fcr removal of
unauthonzeddlsplay of elecnoneermgmatenal- _' P e

- .ﬁf """:-'Defacement‘of Government property- For ﬂus purpose, a Go#émr’rient_-i T
"o premise W",ﬁmfimhide any Government office and the campus wherein .

=7 " the office building, compound and other establishment are situated: All
¢ 7 wall-writings; postery/papers or -defacemént in any other form, ini:ludin‘g' -
e IGHtOUVhOBIdmgB banners, flags étc, on Governinent property-shall be '
* removed thhm 24 hours from the announcement of eIectlons by the ™

Election Commxssmn
Page 7of8




b)

unauthorized political advertisements, in the form of Wall writings/

.post&rslpapers or defacement in any -other -form, cutouts/hoardmgs

ba:mers/ﬂags etc. at public property and in public space like railway-

stations, bus stands airports, railway bridges, roadways, government
buses, electric/telephone poles, .mmnclpa!flocai bodies’ bulldmgs etc.,
shall _be-removed within 48 hours from the announcement of elections.

¢)  Defacément of private property- Subject to any local law and ‘Court’s
direction, all unauthorized political advertisements displayed at a private

propcrty,'shall,'be rerioved within 72 hours from the announcement of

elections by the Election Commission.

d) Subject to the local 1aw§ and Court’s directions any defacement to the -

_govemment, public or private property subsequent to the announcement of

electlons shall be dealt with as per the standard protocol provided in the :

gmdelmes of redressal of complaints recewed at C-Vigil. The cases of
,defacement, other than received at ‘C-Vigil, shall also be redressed

. . promptly, as soon as complaints are received.
6. . Above instructions shall bé*brought to the notice of the District Election Ofﬁcefs,
Returning Officers and all other election related authorities and all registered political parties
based in the State, including State units of recognized Narional and State parties, and also the
contesting candidates, for information and compliance. Further, for implementation of guidelines

. as envisaged in Para 5(ii) Defacement of PSU’s Buildings and Premises’, the PSUs located in the’

concerned States should also be advised accordingly.

Yours faithfully,
i r4
- '
~ (S.B.JOSH)
PRINCIPAL SECRETARY

STANDARD DISTRIBUTION
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By. §p' 1. Messenger/mail

ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA
NIRVACHAN SADAN, ASHOKA R@@, NEW .!r"]"ifﬁﬁﬁﬂ

To '
1. The Cabinet Secretary,
Government of India, &
Rashtrapati Bhawan,
New Delhi. . s
% :

2. The Chief Secretaries of all States and
Chief Secretaries/Administrators of Union Territories

3. The Chief Electoral Officers of
all States and Union Territories.

Subject: Immediate action to be taken fm* enfam'_enm of Model L‘o&e of Conduct.

after announcement of General Elections to House of the People (Lek

~ Sabha), 2024 and State Legislative Assemblies in the States of Andhra
Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Odisha and Sikkim and certain bye-elections-
regarding. '

Sir,

1 am directed to state that the Election Comimission has annotnced the schedule for heiding
General Election to House of the People (Lok Sabha), 2024 and State Legiskative Assemblies in the
States of Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Odisha and Sikkim and cegrtain bye- elections,
operation of MODEL CODE OF CONDUCT' comes into effect with the announcement of elections by

the Commission. In view of the elections, the Commission has given following directions for '

effective enforcement of provisions of MCC:-

1 Defacement of Property- ECI instructions contained in letter No. 3/7/2023-SDR, dated
12t October, 2023, provide for prevention of defacement of property. The Cominission has
directed to ensure strict compliance of its i-nstrucﬁon and to take time bound action as

prescribed below-

(a) Defacement of Government property- For this purpose a Government premise would

include any Government office and the campus wherein the office building, compound

and establishment are situated. All wall- writing, posters/papers or defacement in any

"~ Dated: 16" March, 2024




" other form, mcluding curout/hoardings, ‘Danners, flags eic, on Government pm'peﬁy
shall be removed within 24 hours from the annouscemment of elections by the Elecnop
Commission.

(b) Defacement of public property and misuse of public space- All unauthorized
political advertisement, in the form of wall writing/posters/papers or defacement in
any other form, cutout/hoardings, banners flags etc. at public property and in public
space like railway station, Bus stands, Airports, railway Bridges, Roadways,
government. buses, Elﬂctrlc/'l‘e'lephone Boles , municipal/local bodies buildings etc.,
shall be removed within 48 hours from the -announcement of elections. _

(¢) Defacement of private property- Subiect to any local law and Court’s direction, all

unauthorized pelitical advertisement displayed at private property shall be removed

within 72 hours from the anneuncement of elections by the Election Commission.
Misuse of official. vehicle- The ECI's Consolidated instructions contained in letter No.
464/180/2023/EPS(Use of Veh.), dated 26% June, 2023, arhong other things, provides that
there shall be a total ban on use of official vehicle by any political party, candidate or
any other person connected with election [exceﬂpt officials performing any election
related official duty) for cahip:aigning,hlgcﬁgnegﬁng or election related travel dlu'mg
elections (subject to certain exception mentioned therein). The expression ‘official
vehicle’ means and shall include, any vehicle used or capable of being used for the purpose
of transport, whether propelted by meq_h‘an;cal power or otherwise and will include trucks,
Jorries, tempos, jeeps, cars, auto rickshaws, e-rickshaws, buses, belonging to Central
Government, State Government/UT Administrations, public undertakings of Central/State
Government, Joint sector undertakings of Central/State Government, lotal bodies, municipal
corporations, marketing boards, cooperative societies or any other bady in which public

funds, however small a portion of the total, afe invested. The CE'Os/ DEOs shall take

necessary action for compliance of ECI instructions within 24 hours of the
announcement of the elections.

Advertisement at the cost of public exchequer- ECI instructions contained in letter No.
437 /6/1NST/ECI/FUNCT/MCC/‘ZO;Z4{ADVERTI-SEMENTS], - dated 20 January, 2024
provides that at the cost of public exchequer in the newspapers and other media and the

misuse of official mass media during the election period for partisan coverage of political -

news and publicity regarding achievements with a view to furthering the prospects of the

party in power shall be scrupulously avoided. No advertisements shall be issued in
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electronic and print media highlighting the achievements of the Govt. at the cost of publi_c
exchequer. If any advertisement has already been released for telecast/broadcast or
publication in the print media, it must be ensured that the telecast/broadeast of such ads en
electronic media is stopped forthwith and that no such ad is published in any newspapers.
magazines, etc, i.e. in print media, from fhie date of announcement and it should be
immediately withdrawn. The CEOS]D’EOS have to take imm ediate 2 ‘ OEL_ ‘to
remove/stop any advertisement, in the print/electronic media, showing the
achievements of the Governiment SO0 aftgff?t_lf_e-_ announcementeof elméi:idns.

Photograph of political ﬂm‘cﬁonary at ofﬁggafl website- ECI instruction contained in
letter No. 437/G/INS'-UE(:I/FUNCT/.MGC/EOZ-&{J\&CC ENFORCEMENT) dated 2 Ian-ﬂary;
2024 provides that all references of Ministers, Politicians or political parties available on

.ceritral/state Government’s official website shall be removed. The CEOs have to take

immediate action to remove/hide the photographs of any pé‘Iiﬁcai functionary from
official websites of state department. _
Development/construction related activities- M of announcement of
elections, the CEQ/DEO shall obtain the following list of waorks for reference in case of
validating any complaint on violation of MCC: )

(i) List of work which has already been started on ground.

(if)  Listof fresh wetk which kias niot started on ground.
Activities for Expenditure Monitoring and enforcement of MCC-  Flying squad, FST,
video team, intensive checking for liquor /:Ca'shgﬁgm:r;_a banned drugs; flying squads of excise
department to check illicit trafficking of Drug/Narcotics to be immediately activated after

announcement.

Complaint Monitoring System- The poll going states shall have a complaint redressal

mechanism based on website and call center, The toll free number of call center is 1950,

Complaints can be registered by making calls to the toll free call center numbers or on the
website. Complainants will also be informed of the action taken by SMS and by the call

center. Complainants can also see the details of the action taken on their complaints. This

system should be operational within 24 hours of the announcement. All complaints

should be dealt promptly and properly: The 24x7 control Room at the district level mustbe

activated and sufficient deployment of manpower and other logistics be ensured in

particular, round the clock personnel should be deployed in the control room and their duty - :

roaster must be issued to avoid any evasion or confusion.
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10.

il,

12.

13.

IT -Application- All IT applications including official website and social media shall be
Dissemination of information for Awareness of Voters and political parties. Publicity
of major election activity would be given through CEO/DEO/RO. For this purpose, all
necessary information shall be disseminated through radio, tv, cinema, government chanmel
to display voter education material. '
Active cooperation from Educational Institutions and Civil Societies- Cooperation can
be sought from educational institutions and élmi societies for giving wide publicity to the-
election related information to the general publg‘!ﬁnd other stakeholders.

Media Centre- Efforts should be made for awareness among the voters, political parties
and other stakeholder through media center about election system including use of
EVM/VVPAT.

MCMC/DEMC- ECI instruction contairied in letter no. 491/MCMC/5/2023/Communication
dated 24® August, 2023 provides that all registered political ‘parties will approach the
Media Cernﬁcanan and Monitoring Committees (MCMC) at District and State level, as the
case may be, for pre-certification of their political advertisements proposed to be issued on
electronic media. The Commission has directed to ensure strict compliance of its-.

instructions contained in.above said letter.

Control Room- The 24x7 control room at district level must be activated immediately
and sufficient deployment of manpower and other logistics be “ensured by the
DEO/CEO. A control room with complaint Menitoring Centre would also be set up at
ECI Sécretariat during the entire election process. . s

Yours faithfully
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GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAL CAPITAL TERRITORY OF DELHI
(DEPARTMENT OF LAW, JUSTICE & LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS)
e Bth LEVEL, C-WING, DELHi SECRETARIAT, NEW DELHI

Dated the 23 Januaty, 2009

Ho. F14{28) LA-Z00GILE LAWA2:51

FA4(2BVLA, The following Act of thie Legllative Assembly of hie National Capiial Territory of Delhl
recalved. fthe assent of thePresident:of India on- the 17% January 2009 and s hereby
pukilistied for geréral Infotmatiomn - ' ; )

[y

* The Dalh| Prevanilon of Defacement of Property Acl; 2007
' (Délhl Act 101 2008)

- (As passed by the Legisative Assembly cof the National Capital Terrtory.of Delhl on 81 March 2008)

{ 171t Jarivaty, 2009)

- L

An Act to providefor the provariflan of defacement of propertias and for matters
connectad therewith o Incidentat thereto In the Natlanal Caphal Territory of Delhl.

BE [t enacted by ilis Laglstatlvy Assembly qf the Natfonal Capital Territory of Dolh

" Inthe Filty-ninth yoar ofthe Repubilc of indiass follows:

1, Shiorttille, extshtand cormaiicaiment

2y (1§ This Actmicy be.calléd & Delhl Prevenilon of Defacement:of Property Act, 2007,

(2) {testends tothe whdle'od the Natiorial Capita) Territory of Delhl..
- {3} It'shall gome Ifo:farce oiv.auch date ad the Ligiteripnt Bovemor of the National
‘Gapltal Territory-of Delhl may, by aotification fn the Officla! Gazette, sppolnt.

" 2. Definlsions.

Y

In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires, =

“(a) *defacement’ Inclydes Impalring cg'/nterfering with the appearance ot beputy, damagiag,
*" digtiguting, spofing or tnjurlng In any olher way wiistsosver and thie word *deface”
shall be conatrued accardingly;
" {b) "Ueutendnt Bovemor” means thaLleutenant Governor of the:Nalonal Capital Territery of
s Dalhi appointed by 1he Prasldent under Article 289 and designated aa such
underArticle 2394A of the Constitution; , .

~




{¢) “properfy” Includes any bullding, hut, structure, wall, tree, fence, post, pole or
any other erection;

{d) "writing" Includes printing, painting, decoration, lettering, ornamentnuon etc.,
produced by stencil, 2/4

3. Penalty for defacement of property —

{1) Whoever defaces any property in public view by writing or marking with ink, chalk, paint or
any ather materlal except for the purpose of Indicating the name and address of the owner
or occupler of such property, shall be punishable with imprisonment for & term which may
extend to one year, or with fing which may extend to fifty thousand rupees, or with both.

{2) When any offence is committed under subi-section (1) Is for the benefit of some other
person o a company or other body corporate or an assoclation of persons ( whether
Incarporated or not) then, such other person.and every president, chalrman, director,
partner, manager, secretary, agent or any other officer orpermoomeeted wﬂh the
managoment thereof, a the case maybe shall, unlm he praves the offence was
comrmitted without his knowledge or consent, ba deemed 1o be guiity of such offence.

(3) The eforesald penalties will be without prejudice to the provisions of Section 425 and

Section; 434 of the Indlan Psnal Code, 1860 (45 of 1si0) and the wnﬂdona of
relevant Municipal Acts,

4, Composition of offences

(1) Any offence of defacement whether committed befora ‘or after the commencemént of this Act
punishable under Section 3, may either before or after the Institution of the prosecution,
be compounded by such officers or authorities and for such smount as the
Government may, by nofification in the Official Gazette, specify in this behalf,

(2) Where an offence has been wmpnunded under sub section (1), the offender; If In custody,
shall be discharged and no further proceedings shall be taken agalnat hlm In
respect of such offence.

5. Offence to be cognizable

An offence punishable under this act shall be cognizable

6. Power of the Lisutenant Governor to erase writing, eic.

Without prejudice to the provisions of Section 3, it shall be competent for the Lieutenant
Governor to take such steps s may be necessary for erasing any wrlling, freeing any
defacement or removing any mark from any property.

7. Act to override other Laws

The provisions of this Act shall have effect notwithstanding anything to the contrary
contained In any other [aws for the time being (n force:




X

Provided that the provisions of this Act shall not be applicable to advertisements displayed at
duly authorised public spaces for advertising by appropriate authorities.

8. Repeal and Savings

On the day on which the Delhl Prevention of Defacement of Property Act,2007 comes Into force
» the West Bengal Pmaatlan of Defacement of Property Act, 1976 ( Bengal Act no.21 of 1976)
as extended to the National Capital Tertitory of Delhi shall cease to have effect except in case of
things done or omitted to be-done before the commencement of this Act.

{ Sd SavitaRao)

Joint Secretary (Law )

DEPARTMENT OF URBAN DEVELOPMENT
NOTIFICATIONS
Delhl, the 24" February,2009
F.No."*(A) /'3/2000/UD/PLF.~-1/3371.

In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (3) of section 1 of the Delhl Prevention of

Defacement of Property Act, 2007 ( Delhi Act 1 of 2009 ), the Lt Governor of the National Capital
Territory of Delhl is pleased to appoint the 1" day of March, 2009 as the date on which
the sald Act shall come Into force,




